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Editor: R. D. Thomas, Box 313, Carp, Ont., K0A 1L0;
Telephone/facsimile (613) 256-4209; email: HuntleyHistory@gmx.net
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NEXT MEETING:
There will be no meeting of the Society in June or July - see minutes. Instead we encourage to attend
a production of Fairground Follies as described below:
This summer, from Aug.14th - 17th , Rural Root Theatre and the Carp Fair Board will be presenting
“Fairground Follies” a play written by a Carp resident, Helen Weeden. This play which is both humorous
and historical has been written as part of the celebrations for the 150th Anniversary of the Carp Fair.
Preparations and rehearsals are now in progress for 'Fairground Follies' with a cast of 23 and a crew of 30
people! Ensure you don't miss your opportunity to see this historical - and often hysterical – play about the
Carp Fair - which celebrates its 150th Anniversary this year. Proceeds from the event will be donated to the
Carp Fair, one of the most celebrated Fairs in the country – dating back to before Confederation. There are
a multitude of stories to tell, and Helen Weeden has woven many of these together in a series of "vignettes"
about the Fair and some of its "characters". The show tells of the founding of the Fair in 1863, and includes
re-enactments of key events and portrays many of the people that established the legacy, tradition and
character of the Carp Fair. There are more details on our website www.ruralroot.org or www.CarpFair.ca

The North Lanark Regional Museum is pleased to announce that our annual Strawberry Social will be
hosted at the museum on June 23rd from 1:30 pm to 4 pm. Come out and enjoy an afternoon of sweet treats
and live music performed by the Perth Citizens’ Band. We are excited to have this year’s Miss Teen Lanark
County, Haven Lamothe, joining us for the afternoon as well. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in
advance at Baker Bob’s, the North Lanark Regional Museum, or select board members of the North Lanark
Historical Society.

Milling Demonstrations:
On Sundays from 1pm-3pm visitors will watch real millers operate the original machinery, while they make
flour using historic methods. Seeing the Mill come to life is a great experience for the whole family! It is so
memorable to hear the roar of the equipment as it gets started, feel the floor boards shake, and smell the
unique scent of grain being milled into flour. See the Watson Mills web site in case special events preclude
milling.
The Huntley Township Historical Society would like to acknowledge the financial assistance of the Ontario
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation and the City of Ottawa in the form of heritage grants.
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Summer is the time when people either relax or have attract a plethora of visitors. My problem has
been the latter, the result being that this newsletter is a bit late in being. In the event that I have the
same problem next month, following is a list of events that may be of interest to you.
To commemorate the Bicentennial of the historic “Battle that Saved Canada”, over 500 living
history re-enactors representing naval, artillery, band and infantry units from across Canada and the
US will converge on the Crysler's Farm Battlefield Memorial grounds to take part in 3 battle reenactments, a regency ball, and historically accurate portrayals of crafts, sports, military, merchants
and civilian life of the War of 1812-1815 period. More info: www.celebrate1812.ca

Maid for a Musket Comedy Theatre Presentation- Prescott
The time: 1813. The place: Prescott. A group of soldiers stationed in Prescott without much to do
use their time wisely. They pledge to go without women or whisky for a whole year in order to
better themselves with the study of poetry, philosophy and the art of war. This is all very well until
some attractive women arrive in Prescott.... Wednesday July 17 Probus is planning a trip to see a
2:00 p.m. matinee of this play. If interested contact Brian Sawyer at (613) 692-6300. The play will
also be presented at various other times in July and August. Information available at:
www.stlawrenceshakespeare.ca or Box Office: 613-925-5788.

The Canadian War Museum has earned another prestigious award for its exhibition marking the
200th anniversary of the War of 1812. The latest accolade is from the Canadian Museums
Association, which has conferred on 1812 an Outstanding Achievement in Exhibitions award. The
War Museum was one of two recipients of this coveted prize which was presented on May 30 during
the Association’s annual conference in Whitehorse, Yukon. The exhibition and a companion book,
The Four Wars of 1812, have also been recognized by the Ontario Museum Association. The
exhibition won the Association’s 2012 Award of Excellence in Exhibitions and the book received
an honourable mention in the Publications category.

Books to read: If you prefer to relax in the shade and read a good book, I
would recommend Since Time Immemorial: “Our Story”, the story of the
Kitigan Zibi Anishinàbeg by Stephen McGregor and others, published by
Kitigan Zibi Education Council, 41 Kikinamage Mikan, Maniwaki, Quebec,
J9E 3B1. ISBN 0-9734910-1-9. 344 pages, This book tells the story of the
Algonquin people who lived along the Kichi Sibi (the original name of the
Ottawa River), from before they met Jacques Cartier on the shores of the St
Lawrence River at Tadoussac where they would go to trade with the Innu, up
to the present time. It is Canadian History told from the point of view of the
Algonquin people who were never conquered and never signed a treaty, but
were pushed out of their lands by first the French and then the English. They
fought many wars side-by-side with their French and English allies, including exemplary service in the
two great wars, but got little recognition once the wars were over. It is a sad story, but at the same time
it is a contrasting rendition of our history. The obvious difference from the start is that all the
Algonquin people have names and are described in some detail, unlike the whiteman’s versions of
events. This is the story of the first people to live in Huntley Township, although that part of the First
Nation vanished without much record, either from disease, famine, wars, or assimilation into other
Algonquin groups. There is much of our history which is glossed over or not discussed. This book is
a step to make us aware of what really happened.
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HISTORY PAGE
Heritage Smells: Unlocking the secrets of heritage smells. Lorraine Gibson chief researcher.
Clues to the condition of museum exhibits and antique objects are to be revealed in a research
project led by the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow- with the use of technology for ‘sniffing’
the artefacts. Scientists and conservators are aiming to develop hand-held, portable devices for
taking samples of air surrounding items such as sculpture, tapestries and books and separating out
the components to see whether they contain anything which could be harmful to the objects or to
human health. The three-year project is looking at adapting technology which museums, archives
or individual collectors could use to carry out their own assessments of their collections, without
touching the objects. More information is available at:
http://www.strath.ac.uk/chemistry/staff/academic/lorrainegibson/heritagesmells/

West Carleton Cenotaph Project
As part of the beautification of municipal properties in Carp, the local business association CarpBIA
is planning to construct a Cenotaph to honour those men and women of the West Carleton area who
died in World War I, World War II and later conflicts and who have enlisted and stood up for
Canada. The Cenotaph will be located at the junction of Donald B. Munro Dr and the aptly named
Falldown Lane in the heart and centre of the village. The City of Ottawa, through our local
Councilor Eli El-Chantiry, is assisting with by-law requirements. The Carp BIA will enter into an
agreement to assume responsibility for the installation and maintenance of the Cenotaph. Design
work and site planning are currently underway and a grant has been awarded by Veteran Affairs
Canada under their Cenotaph/Monument program. Local companies and volunteers are already
involved with the provision of in-kind services and materials to offset costs. We are working to
raise a total of $185,000 of which only $50,000 has been raised. Note that The Memorial Hall in
Carp was erected to honour those who fell in the first World War. For more information, visit
http://www.carpbia.ca/cenotaph/ or contact Stuart on 613 369 5046 x 250 or email stuart@koallo.ca

The English Travelers by Sharon M. Hope
covers the fortunes of the Estlin family from Susannah Estlin’s trip to Paris in July 1789, and her
grandson’s year in Victorian London, to the struggles of the family to homestead on the Manitoba
prairies. It is a true story, weaving actual journal entries together with historical research to
reconstruct the journeys of the Estlins across Europe and North America. Further information is
available about the book and obtaining it at: www.sharonhope.ca

Request for information:
I'm hoping you could give me some information on a place in Huntley Township called “Holmes’
Corners” which existed when my great-great grandparents Jane and William Holmes emigrated to
Carp from County Tyrone, Ireland, circa 1835. They brought with them 3 children born in Ireland
(James, Eliza and Thomas) and had two more sons (William and Robert) in Canada. Most of their
families remained in Carp, Carleton County, Huntley Township, for many decades thereafter, all of
them farmers. I cannot find any explanation for the origins or nature of the term "Holmes' Corners"
anywhere. Was it an actual location or just a bend in the road? Was it named for a particular family
or just honoured the many Holmes families that apparently emigrated to Carp before and during the
potato famine? When was it established and does it still exist? Who named it and why? “Holmes’
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Corners” location is shown on a map of the western part of Carleton County, page 4 in Bruce S.
Elliott's book "The Origins and Early History of Carp Village". There is a reference on page 31 of
that book that reads “...a new church was planned in 1872 for the village to consolidate the 4th Line
and Holmes Corners classes.” If you could cast any light on this puzzle for me, I'd much appreciate
it and in return will pass on a copy of my family history for your archives when I complete it.
Many thanks, and I look forward to hearing from you. Judy Holmes Samson.
Note: some information has already been forwarded to Judy, but if anyone has other information,
please forward it to me and I will send it on to Judy. (Editor)

GENEALOGY PAGE
Marriage Law for Genealogist: the definitive guide by Rebecca Probert,
2012, Taleaway (Publishing) Kenilworth, UK, 160 pages, ISBN 978-09563847-1-3. The book is billed as “what everyone tracing their family
history needs to know about where, when, who and how their English and
Welsh ancestors married. This book first goes through the myths associated
with marriages and shows them to be false: most couples married legally no broomstick marriages, no clandestine marriages (except as narrowly
defined), no informal exchange of consent, no hand-fasting. Up until the
early 1900's there was very little cohabitation without prior marriage. The
vast majority of people got legally married, and the only legal requirement
that transcended all other requirements through time up until fairly recently
was that an Anglican Minister be present and record the ceremony. Even
those of other faiths would legally marry before an Anglican minister,
although they might follow that with a ceremony in their own church. If you cannot find a record
of a marriage, it is most likely that the records are lost or that you are not looking in the right parish;
some people did move around the parishes to find a less expensive minister as shown by the
abundance of those married in the lanes around Fleet prison, a debtors prison where many poor
clergy were held. Divorce laws are also explained, although, it was not a common occurrence
because of the costs involved.

Request for information:
I am trying to trace origins of Joseph and Elizabeth Ralph. He was born somewhere in Ireland
in1795 and died in Ontario in 1871. She was born somewhere in Ireland in 1802 and died Jan. 12,
1879 in Huntley Township , Carleton County. I am the last Ralph from Richard Ralph. He had 2
daughters and my Father, and I am an only child, so I am hoping there are still some living in
Ontario. There are descendants -- but not Ralphs.
Any information would be appreciated. Thanks, Cliff Ralph

How Our Ancestors Died, A Guide for Family and Local Historians [UK & elsewhere]
By Simon Wells, Published by Pen and Sword, Yorkshire, 2012 (04 April)
In addition to describing causes of death and setting them in the context of the times, his book shows
readers how to find and interpret patient records, death certificates and other documents in order to gain
an accurate impression of how their ancestors died. The book is available from GlobalGenealogy.com
for $32.95 plus shipping. A more complete description of the book is also available on their website.
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO OR SO
The Carp Review and Carleton County Advertiser
Killed By A Train
Unknown Man Found on the Railway Track Near Galetta
On Thursday morning, Mr. A. McRae sectionman at Galetta, found the body of a man lying
across the rail on the G.T.R. half a mile west of Galetta station, the legs being entirely separated
from the body. He notified Fred Remus, foreman, who recognized the deceased as a man he met
4 miles west of the station at about six o’clock the evening before, and who told him he was on
his way to South March to work on the ranges. He was a man about 5 feet 6 inches high, fair
complexion and fair moustache. Coroner G.H. Groves, of Carp, was notified, and was taken to
the scene by Mr. J.A. Evoy. The coroner held an inquest in the waiting room of the Galetta
station.
From the evidence, the jury in less than half an hour decided that deceased who was unknown
to anyone present, came to his death by being run over by the freight train going east, and
passing Galetta at 7:15 p.m. Monday night, as shown by the records of station agent, Mr. James
W. Ritchie. No blame was attached to any person. Besides 30 cents found in the pocket of
deceased, there was also a little oval Roman Catholic emblem an inch long. The deceased was
buried at Fitzroy Harbour on Wednesday.– October 2, 1913
Cheap Reading
The Review will be sent the balance of the year to any address in Canada for 25 cents. To the
United States one cent per week additional for postage. If you have a son or daughter, father,
mother or other relative who is not taking the Review this is a good opportunity to make them
happy. The sooner you take advantage of this offer the more you get for your quarter. – October
2, 1913
House Cleaning
Spring is here with all its joys and pleasures of bright sunshine, balmy air, running water and
returning birds, but alas with all its pains and penalties incident to house cleaning. Just as soon
as the sun begins to get a bit warm our women get restive, they begin to talk about the horrid
double windows, the stuffiness and dirt of everything and quietly to cast about for brush and
broom and all the paraphernalia of house cleaning. The germ takes complete possession of them
and one day when the man of the house comes back to his erstwhile happy home he finds it all
topsy-turvy and looking very much as if the sheriff was selling him up. He finds his pretty wife
in war paint, half-dressed, wild eyed and waiting with a score of things for him to do. All sweet
amenities are forgotten, she orders him about like a slave, and when he musters up sufficient
courage to suggest he would like something to eat he is sent to the pantry to forage for anything
he can find to stay his hunger. Verily, it is the season of man’s discontent and dismal are his
days. – April 2, 1914
Some Things Never Change
One of these days the Senate will wake up and find itself abolished. – December 4, 1913
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HUNTLEY TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, June 4, 2013
President George Wilson called the meeting, held at the Borden Building, to order at 7 pm.
Moved by Eileen Brown, seconded by Suzanne Thompson, that the minutes be accepted as printed
with the following correction: The artist for the new publication on Carp Fair is Emma Caldwell not
Emma Richardson. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s report showed a balance as of April 30 of $8525.12, with expenses of $2349.75 and
receipts of $841.00, leaving a balance at the end of May of $7016.37. Moved by Suzanne
Thompson, seconded by Sandra Greene that the report be accepted. Carried.
Correspondence
1.The HODG funding application was discussed but can’t be completed without information that
is not available yet.
2. Lori Fielding, head librarian suggested that the library could bring in a speaker on “Navigating
the Health Care System”. This was enthusiastically received. Another of Lori’s suggestions was
a one hour course on the “Ancestry Program”. This would include members of other historical
societies as well as anyone else who was interested. Board members felt this would be very
worthwhile.
3. A thank you note was received from Christ Church 175th Anniversary Committee for putting
together a display for the Anniversary Dinner.
Other Business
Carp Fair book. Sales are going very well. Wilbert Paul will be at the Farmers’ Market on
Saturday, June 9 , with publications to sell.
Carp Fair Booth. A double space is being held for a display shared by the Fair Board and the
Historical Society.
HTHS is sponsoring 3 classes this year. Two will be the same as last year and the third will be for
older students. Eileen will get the information to the ten schools in the area so the students can work
on their entries over the summer.
Helen Weeden has written and is producing “Fairground Follies” and has asked for permission to
use information from “The Carp Fair” book. Since this is a fund raiser for Carp Fair, it meets the
charitable status requirement. Sources of information should be duly credited.
Emma Caldwell should be given acknowledgement if her artwork is used.
The general meetings in June and July have been postponed. There will be no general meetings in
June or July.
Sandra moved that the meeting adjourn.
Joan M. Caldwell
Acting Secretary

7

OBITUARIES

War of 1812 - 1814
2012 will mark the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the War of 1812. It didn’t
really affect Huntley Township, as we didn’t exist at that time, however, it had a
profound influence on the ensuing settlement of Canada. Perhaps we should do
something to bring the War of 1812 to the attention of the opposition to the south;
perhaps do a re-enactment of the taking of Fort Detroit? Or should we wait until
2014 and burn down the Whitehouse?
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Some Scottish Terms
'roy' means red-haired, (better tell Roy Daley).
'Kouish' refers to the man's father
1 boll = 6 bushells in Scotland
kipple = couple or rafter-beam
Try and use these terms in your conversation tomorrow.
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A Thank You Received
Huntley Township Historical Society
Thank you so much for participating in our 175th Anniversary
Dinner/Dance. Your hard work in putting together this exhibit
was a wonderful addition to our event and was enjoyed and
appreciated by one and all.
Sincerely, Bart Downey and the Christ Church Parish of Huntley
175th Anniversary Committee.

More on Taverns
In a recent newsletter discussing tavern licenses, I believe the
T Smith was our relative who owned the British Hotel near
Elm, cheers, Mary Jane Smith.

MEMORIES
The photograph below is from the Erskine Rivington Collection and
shows the Carp River in flood and several buildings along the sides
of the river. Can you identify these buildings? If they are associated
with the other photographs in the same album, then they are within
the village of Carp.
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CARP FAIR QUIZ
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What idea did the HC Coordinator have
for the “old” office in 1963 (100th
Anniversary)

A) Baby Change Room
B) Pioneer Kitchen
C) Storage - Gordon Carruther's rosettes
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If you were a Carroll or Murphy gent in
the 1930's, what route would you take
when walking your cattle to the fair?

A) Don Valley Parkway
B) March Road
C) Hollands Side Road
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Not only is he a 3rd Generation President,
he is the youngest President, who is he?

A) George Kennedy
B) Gord McCord
C) Brian Rivington
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Which long time volunteer, could be found
"in the closet" counting the coin in the
1970's and 1980's?

A) Nel Post
B) Mev Robinson
C) Gary Byron
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Who won the Market Lamb Class in 1954?

A) Harold Kennedy Jr.
B) Wm Richardson
C) Cecil Acres

Answers to last month’s quiz:

38

C) 1 cent

39

A) Thomas Hodgins

40

B) Ruggie and Erskine

41

Dr.E.F Johnston, Gail Argue, Bruce Munro,
Ina Hodgins and Wm Hodgins

42

All correct…..but in 1963, A) Mrs. H.J. Montgomery
would be considered “politically correct”

I hope you are enjoying your summer and beginning to think of ways to help celebrate the 150th
Anniversary of the Carp Fair. Have you bought your copy of our book “Carp Fair -History in the
Making”. It is now available from the Huntley Township Historical Society or the Carp Agricultural
Society for $20.00. Don’t dilly-dally, they are selling quickly.

