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Telephone/facsimile (613) 256-4209; email: HuntleyHistory@gmx.net
Web page: http://www.HuntleyHistory.ca

NEXT MEETING:
There will be no meeting of the Society in July or August - see minutes. Instead we encourage you
to attend a performance of Fair Ground Follies, an amusing, historical play about the Carp Agricultural
Society, which will be performed on Wednesday August 14 to Friday August 16 at 7:30 p.m. There is also
a matinee on Saturday August 17 at 1:00 p.m. in the “Show Barn” at the Carp Fair.
Rural Root Theatre presents
“Fairground Follies”
A celebration of 150 years of the Carp Fair
Written by Helen Weeden, in collaboration with Ian Glen
In the Spring of 2005 , two plays written by Helen Weeden, of Carp. were presented as part of the Rural Root
Theatre’s first show “ Council Chambers Capers”. Rural Root Theater (RRTC) was formed to offer live
theatre options in West Carleton. The theater company has steadily grown and has the reputation of
providing great entertainment. After several years of hard work with her husband Martin and a few other very
dedicated volunteers, they “got things going” with the group. They are glad now to have recently been able
to hand over more of the management duties required to run a theater company to new volunteers. Therefore
Helen, who has a Script writing Diploma from Algonquin College, has once again found more time to
continue her writing passion...
Helen is a long time resident of West Carleton and she has written this play “Fairground Follies” with the help
of Ian Glen another member of RRTC and resident of Constance Bay. This play is to celebrate Carp Fair’s
150 anniversary and RRTC has agreed to produce and work with the Carp Fair members on this play which
will be presented Aug. 14th-17th in the “Show Barn” on the grounds of the Carp Fair. The RRTC believes that
by mounting this play it will offer our members more opportunity to experience the fun of theatre. This is
intended to be a fundraiser for the Carp Fair. Think about it, the Fair started in 1863 which makes it older
than confederation!
The play “Fairground Follies” is both humourous and historical in nature with some musical elements as
stories from the past are presented. For those who don’t know much about the Fair this is your chance to learn
more. For those who do, you’ll enjoy and relate to the many local references. Helen, has done a lot of
research for this and interviewed many people who have long standing connections to the Fair in Carp and
surrounding areas.
In case you have not yet purchased your copy of our Carp Fair History, it will be available for purchase at the
door.

The Huntley Township Historical Society would like to acknowledge the financial assistance of the Ontario
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation and the City of Ottawa in the form of heritage grants.
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Author Dorothy Duncan is coming to Ottawa August 10 to present Canadian Cuisine past to present.
There will be food samples from different periods and her presentation. We would like to extend
an invitation to you and your guests and have attached a flyer if you'd like to post the event.

Hi!
You and other HTHS members may be interested in some impromptu video recordings from
Beechwood Cemetery's nineteenth annual walking tour. Ottawa area connections to heros of the
War of 1812 include the two Hills of Richmond and W.B. Bradley who settled in Huntley.
Keith Hobbs, Parkdale Productions
Welcome ceremony
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YB4ynvbcdEE
George William Baker (excerpt)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZgSn0qxTC0
William Brown Bradley
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKmnEYqNp6k
Louis-Théodore Besserer (excerpt)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Rcr7nRSJuY
BGen Ernest Alexander Cruikshank
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nOhuu1xUBOM
Maria Hill and Sgt Andrew Hill
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywxw97koWpo
Keith Hobbs
http://www.youtube.com/user/ParkdaleProductions
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FIRST RESPONDERS, AMBULANCE SERVICES, ETC. - REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
I am a City of Ottawa paramedic collecting and preserving Ottawa’s ambulance and paramedic
history. I am looking to speak with anyone who can give me information as to how help was
summoned outside of the urban areas of Ottawa, and who it was that came. Funeral homes, doctors,
police and firefighters all have provided care throughout my research. Thank you.
Lynea Finn, lynea.finn@Ottawa.ca (613)282-2580

Notes on the History of Renfrew County for the Centennial 1961
This 177 page book, written by Mrs. Carl Price and Clyde C. Kennedy, was
published in 1961 by Mortimer Ltd., Ottawa. Needless to say, it is out of
print, but is available second hand from various bookshops (three copies are
listed on www.abebooks.com). The book describes the history of the county
from the days of Champlain and the fur trade up until the late 1950's
including a photograph of the front page of the Ottawa Citizen of October
5, 1957, announcing the “First Artificial Moon - Soviet-Launched Satellite
560 Miles in Space”. What makes this book particularly interesting is the
plethora of old maps and aerial photographs, many of which cover eastern
Ontario and thus Huntley Township. It also contains many old photographs
illustrating various practises of the lumbering, agricultural and
transportation businesses. Where photographs were not available, line
drawings have been included. There is a particularly interesting group of five photographs showing
the history of the telephone which also shows the change in women’s fashions from 1876 to 1927.
Clyde Kennedy, apart from being an amateur archeologist, worked for the Atomic Energy
Commission Limited and hence there are several chapters about the development of the Hydro
electric and nuclear electrical generating stations in Renfrew County. There is also a chapter on the
development of the Chalk River facility. Some of the other chapters discuss the Opeongo Road, The
Eddy match Company, the first electric light, The Forest Experimental Station, local Newspapers,
Rosebank Church, Valley Speech, the Silver Dart (yes, it flew in Renfrew county) and the Renfrew
Millionaires. This is an excellent brief history of Renfrew County and description of early life in
the Ottawa Valley.

THANK YOU
My name is Kimberly and I'm in charge of Youth Development at Enriching Kids. We have been
using http://huntleyhistory.ca/links/links.html a lot while teaching the kids about genealogy and the
history of immigration in the United States and wanted to say thank you for the information! Some
of the kids took it upon themselves to do some outside research and came across this site
http://www.localpages.com/content/from-immigrant-to-local-citizen-the-ellis-island-story.html that
contains some helpful resources and I was hoping you would add it to your page. I think it would
be a great addition to your site and could benefit a lot of people.
Let me know if you think you might add it :) Kimberly Osgood.
Kimberly is from enrichingkids.com in the USA. I will add the suggested link to our links page.
As I mentioned to Kimberly, it is always nice to hear from people who find our web pages and
publications useful. It is also interesting that most of our “thank you’s” come from schools south
of the border. I have a feeling it is because our local schools have no local history programs.
Should we be doing something about this?
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GENEALOGY PAGE
Ralph Family
I am trying to trace origins of Joseph and Elizabeth Ralph. He was born somewhere in Ireland
in1795 and died in Ontario in 1871. She was born somewhere in Ireland in 1802 and died Jan. 12,
1879 in Huntley Township , Carleton County.
Any information would be appreciated. Thanks, Cliff Ralph

Barnardo Photographic Archive
“One of the oldest, extant, dedicated photographic archives in the world, the Barnardo's
photographic archive, currently housed in Barkingside, East London is under threat. Following its
digitisation the archive will be transferred to another organisation or will be destroyed.” (Posted July
20, 2013 on the British Photographic History website). The idea behind digitizing the collection is
to allow greater access to the collection, however, the reason for destroying the original photographs
appears to be lack of space. The owner of the Lost Cousins website has offered to house the
collection, however, the final decision as to whether to destroy or transfer the collection is uncertain.
Presently copies of the photographs can be obtained for a minimum of £20 from
www.Barnardos.org.uk. It is unknown what the cost and quality of the copies after digitization will
be after digitization. For more information about the Barnardo organization history visit The
Goldonian website.

Free 1911 Census on Ancestry UK
The England & Wales 1911 census is free to search at Ancestry.co.uk until 14th October, 2013, so
act quickly if you have any English or welsh ancestors.

UK BMD Certificates
According to the Federation of family History Societies, it is much less expensive to order post 1837
birth, marriage and death certificates directly from the GRO in England than by going through and
intermediary (website). Note that it costs £9.25 for each certificate; or £23.40 if you are in a rush.
To order go to http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/. To find out the county - parish - folio - page
information, search the indexes available at http:\\www.freebmd.org.uk also available on most UK
genealogical web sites.

Irish Genealogy
The good news is that the Irish government has announced that indexes to birth, marriage and death
records (from 1845) will soon be available online at www.irishgenealogy.ie. This follows the recent
news from the General Record Office of Northern Ireland (GRONI) that it will also be making its
own historical records available online. The bad news is that the General Register Office’s
Research Facility in Dublin is set to move from well-appointed offices to a dilapidated former dole
office. Steven Smyrl, President of the Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland (APGI)
and executive liaison officer for the Council of Irish Genealogical Organisations (CIGO) said that
“it is an appalling proposal, one which cannot have been given any real consideration otherwise it
would never have got this far.” The city is full of unused office space without the need to dump
Ireland’s ‘Mecca’ for roots tourism in an unsavoury side street. More about this can be read on the
Council of Irish Genealogical Organisations website, a very interesting read.
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More Irish Genealogy
The Irish genealogy website at www.irishgenealogy.ie is well worth visiting to search for your
relatives. In showing this site to my wife, an avid family historian, she found a new family group
that more than likely resided near where we stayed when we visited Ireland several years ago. The
website has been redesigned and its record holdings can be searched, for free, from its home page.
The records that are searched include (at the time of writing): Church records; 1901/1911 Census
records; Tithe Applotments; Soldier’s Wills; Griffith’s Valuations; Ireland - Australia Transportation
database; Military Archives; Ellis Island; and the National Photographic Archive from the National
Library of Ireland. IrishGenealogy.ie is managed by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht. At the bottom of the first page are abundant links, on the left they direct you to what
records are available both online and in hard copy only. On the right is a list of organizations that
could be of use to genealogists.

1921 Canadian Census
Call to Action! Government puts Canadian 1921 Census Release on Hold. Word is out that a
reliable source at Library and Archives Canada has informed bloggers that the 1921 Canadian
census has been digitized and is on the LAC server ready to go BUT... the Federal Government has
ordered it held and not made public. According to the source, those in power believe that the only
people interested in this 1921 census release are “3 little old ladies in Kingston”. So we all need to
get involved and show them that there are thousands of genealogists and historians who want to
study that census. Here is who you should write (or phone):
The Honorable James Moore, Minister of
Canadian Heritage & Official Languages
Telephone: 613-992-9650
Fax: 613-992-9868
EMail: james.moore@parl.gc.ca

Right Hon. Stephen Harper - Prime Minister
Telephone: 613-992-4211
Fax: 613-941-6900
EMail: stephen.harper@parl.gc.ca
Local MPs- see the list to find your MP,
complete with email addresses

A suggested letter is:
Dear [name of government official]:
It has come to my attention that the 1921 Canadian Census has been digitized and is ready for
release to the public but the Federal Government has put it on hold. Statistics Canada released it to
Library and Archives Canada on June 1, 2013 and it was to be released to the public soon after.
As a Canadian and a genealogist this census is very important to my continued research. There are
tens of thousands of genealogists and historians who will benefit from the release of this census. I
urge you to approve its release as soon as possible.
Sincerely,
[Your name here]
(From The Olive Tree Genealogy blog post, June 19, 2013)
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO OR SO
The Carp Review and Carleton County Advertiser
Dr. Magee In Trouble
Accused of Performing Illegal Operations at Vancouver
Yesterday’s Ottawa Morning Citizen contained the following dispatch from Vancouver, B.C.,
dated Sept. 29th.
Abhorrent in its details was the story hysterically told in the witness box at the police court this
morning of the alleged conduct of Dr. C.F. Magee by Phila Martin, the Australian woman who
accused him of performing an illegal operation.
“A man without a heart,” she characterized the accused.
Dr. Magee is said to have been one of the central figures in the tragedy surrounding the death
of a young drug clerk, George Shaw, in Glengarry County, Ontario, three years ago, and for
whose murder Farquhar McRae, uncle of the doctor’s wife is now serving a life sentence in
Kingston Penitentiary. At that time, it is said, Magee and his wife had a disagreement over the
education of their child, Carl, whose name is prominently mentioned by Mrs. Martin, and who
she claims was legally made over to her by the accused doctor. – October 1, 1914
Local News
Canada enjoys the distinction of being the first of the overseas dominions to come forward
with food supplies for the Motherland. The action is being appreciated in Great Britain, as it has
been appreciated and endorsed by the Canadian people. – Oct. 22, 1914
Local News
Mrs. Birt would be glad to learn of any of the boys from the Knowlton Home who have
enlisted in expeditionary force for service abroad, or for Canadian defense. Former employers or
friends who know of any such, are requested to notify the Knowlton Home. Young men are
asked to notify the Home themselves, and if they have an opportunity while in England to call at
the Home in Myrtle Street, Liverpool. – October 22, 1914
Local News
Early to bed and early to rise, cut the weeks and swat the flies, mind your own business and tell
no lies, don’t drink booze and deceive you wives; pay your debts and advertise; buy from the
men who have enterprise, keep your mouth shut and keep open your eyes, and you’ll be healthy,
wealthy and wise. – October 22, 1914
Some things never change
The Liberals will build a new platform, and if they get back to power in twenty years or so,
they will carry it out just as much as they carried out that noble structure, the platform of ’93. In
view of which it doesn’t seem to matter what sort of a platform they select, does it? - November
20, 1913
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A HUNTLEY TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
July 2, 2013
Welcome by George Wilson, our President.
Moved by Leslie Richardson and seconded by Wib Paul that the Minutes of the Directors’ meeting
of June 4, 2013 be accepted as printed and circulated. All in favour. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Balance forward at end of May was $8,525.12; Expenses of $2,349.75;
Balance forward at end of June of $6,175.37. Honorarium given to Peg Blair, Ruth Kirkpatrick and
Emma Caldwell totalled $6,700.00. Moved by Leslie Richardson and seconded by Eileen Brown
that the Treasurer’s Report b e accepted as given.
Other Business:
Moved by Wib Paul and seconded by Joan Caldwell to order 200 more copies of the Carp fair Book,
totalling $966.00 and to also print an erratum sheet. The Carp Agricultural Society to share the costs
50:50. All in favour. Carried.
Eileen Brown sent a letter to all of the schools for the Carp fair 2013 describing the school age
classes.
It was mentioned that Eileen Brown asked Peg Blair for permission to copy some history from her
book in order to make posters which Eileen Brown and Reta Campbell are making for Carp Fair.
Unveiling of the mural will be Saturday September 14th at 11 a.m. at the Fair Grounds.
Joan Caldwell and Mary Roe met with Allan Wright, who contacted us by mail and subsequently
joined the Society
Wib Paul had some chairs from the Huntley Township Women’s Institute which were given to us.
Fair Ground Follies, an amusing, historical play about the Carp Agricultural Society, will be
performed on Wednesday August 14 to Friday August 16 at 7:30 p.m. There is also a matinee on
Saturday August 17 at 1:00 p.m. Reta will make up a schedule for selling the carp fair Book at the
various performances.
Leslie Richardson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.
The next Directors meeting will be on Tuesday September 3, 2013 at 7 p.m. at the Borden Building
at the Airport.
Reta Campbell
Recording Secretary
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OBITUARIES
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A TALE OF WOE
I must apologise for the lateness of this newsletter. My main problem was that Windows XP decided I had a corrupt
file and would not load the operating system. The solutions was given as “restore the operating system”! It did not
say anything about wiping the hard-drive clean and reinstalling the operating system. I do not usually travel with
all my program CD’s so I had my son send them to me by Xpress post. That was when I found I was going to have
the hard drive reformatted. (For some reason it wanted to reformat the whole drive, but I managed to convince it
to stick to the “c:\” partition). I have always partitioned my hard drives and put the operating system and programs
on the “C:\” drive and the data, etc. on the “D:\” partition. Unfortunately, the gurus at Microsoft, who obviously
do not speak English (restore vs reinstall???), do not agree with this practice and insist on putting the default “my
documents” on the C drive. Luckily my son sent me a copy of Knoppix, a very small Linux version which you can
store and boot from a CD or flash drive. I highly recommend doing this as I was able to boot my computer as a
Linux box and transfer the “My Documents” to a fash drive and thus I lost nothing. I did have to get my son to send
me the software which I use to write this newsletter which took another week, however, after getting the operating
system reinstalled and up to date (6 hours of downloading updates before anything would work), I am now able to
produce a newsletter - I think !!!
RDT, editor
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CARP FAIR QUIZ

48

The Mother of which "Celebrity"
with Carp Roots hasn't served the
Carp Agricultural Society

A) Catherine Lathem, CTV Broadcaster
B) Kurtis Foster, NHL Hockey Player
C) His Excellency, the Governor General, David
Johnston

49

Which family has won the
Donald B.Munro Award the most
times?

A) Glenn and Libby Eastman and Family
B) The Ayer Family
C) Bill & Helen Dean and Family

50

Which long time volunteer was
responsible for driving the Field
Crops Judge around the
countryside?

A) Graham Cox
B) Graham Hodgins
C) Graham Armstrong

51

What commodity have the local
4-H Clubs sold in the dining hall?

A) Red Bull
B) Gatorade
C) White & Chocolate Milk

What did the "Chief" do in 1969?

A) Voted Liberal
B) Opened the Fair
C) Played "Right" wing for the Toronto Maple
Leafs

52

Answers to last months quiz:
43

What idea did the HC Coordinator have for the
"old" office in 1963 (100th Anniversary)

B) Pioneer Kitchen

44

If you were a Carroll or Murphy gent in the 1930's,
what route would you take when walking your
cattle to the fair?

C) Hollands Side Road

45

Not only is he a 3rd Generation President, he is the
youngest President, who is he?

C) Brian Rivington

46

Which long time volunteer, could be found "in the
closet" counting the coin in the 1970's and 1980's?

B) Mev Robinson

47

Who won the Market Lamb Class in 1954?

A) Harold Kennedy Jr.

